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A message from the Principal
Well we are now back into the swing of remote learning with Lockdown 5.0. I often use the
word resilience but I have been absolutely amazed at the resilience of our students. Logging
into SEESAW yesterday I saw students uploading their work throughout the day, receiving
feedback from their teachers, just taking everything in their stride. Over the last 18 months
we have had to be so flexible as a community as things change so quickly during this pandemic, but I have been so proud of how well our students have coped with the ever-changing
landscape.
Obviously the Grade 5/6 camp is coming up, we are hoping that this will still go ahead. Once
we know, we will update families.
This week we have had staff checking in with families to make sure everything is going OK
and to see if we can help support in anyway. I just wanted to remind everyone we have Donna Giliam as our student welfare officer; if you or your child wanted to connect with Donna
during this period, we will only be too happy to facilitate it.
Next week’s remote learning we will be sending out via Signmee on Friday. Although at this
stage the plan is to return to school on Wednesday. The pack will include work from Monday
to Friday just in case the lockdown is extended. If you need a hard copy of the pack they are
available at the school to be picked up at anytime from Friday afternoon.
Many families have utilised our offer of laptops and other school equipment, if you are requiring equipment from the school please do not hesitate to get in contact with me by either
calling on 5683 2271 or emailing the school at fish.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au, we are
only too happy to provide them. Additionally, if you are having any issues logging into SEESAW, please contact the office or your teacher and we will help you through it.
We look forward to hopefully seeing all our students back onsite next Wednesday.
There has been a slight change to the definition of vulnerable students who are allowed onsite during this period of remote learning. The information below entails the classification for
onsite learning. If you have any queries about the criteria, please contact the school and we
will assist you through it.
Vulnerable students are those whose parents/carers are considered authorised workers who
cannot work from home, work for an essential provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be made:
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•

Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers, working outside
the home in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision.
For single parents/carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home in order
for their children to be eligible for on-site provision.
Children experiencing vulnerability, include those who are:

•
•

in out-of-home care

deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service,
and assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home

•

identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, (including via referral
from a government agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth
justice service or mental health or other health service)
Where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable because they
cannot learn from home, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family
stress, the school must provide on-site supervision for that student. This may apply to students enrolled in specialist schools and students with a disability enrolled in mainstream
schools.
Cheers, Dale

30th July 2021
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Gardiner Dairy Foundation Community Grant
Our Parents and Friends Committee President, Tracey
James accepting the Grant on behalf of the School.

Before & After School Program
Welcome to Sarah, member of the Their Care team!

Book Club
Book Club catalogues were sent home last week.
Please return your orders to the school or place them
online by Friday 30th July. Spare catalogues are available from the office.

Cross Country Results

School Performance

Well done to South and Lilly for their efforts last Thursday in the Cross Country!

Unfortunately our concert couldn’t happen last week.
We will do a performance when the kids return to
school that will be recorded and put up on Seesaw for
everyone to watch.

12/13 Girls - Lilly 30th at a time of 13.01 in a 3km race
9/10 Girls - South 22nd at a time of 10.04 in a 2km
race

Hudson’s Dodecahedron
“I made 2 pyramids and a cube inside a dodecahedron!” Hudson
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Primary Welfare
Do what you can, look after your wellbeing and yourself.
This is what I am saying to families when I call them up
about Remote Learning. I am reminding families that this is
hard for the kids and it is ok that it is hard for the parents
too.
I say all this but that is not how lockdown number 5 is playing out in my own home! I hear my long nagging voice consistently telling the kids to do ‘stuff’ – read your book, pick
up your book, put your book away, please eat your breakfast, take your plate to the bench, yes, you have to do your
maths, no you can’t eat that, please stop asking me about
your pocket money, why is there dolls’ hair in the bathroom
sink? Who left this lego here? Quick, let the cat out. Please
listen to me! Do you really need to be both sitting that close
to each other if you don’t like each other? She does not
stink and so on…
I take work calls in the toilet (not on the toilet) because it is
quiet and sort-a tidy in there! My home is a workplace, my
workplace is my home. My kitchen is a classroom, the art
space is a pile up of odd socks and the washing pile has
reached maturity. I try to cook and clean whilst in webex
meetings and then after 3 meetings in a row, I get back to
nagging my kids. Once the nag is finished I try to remember
what the meetings were about and can’t!
It is so tempting to roll around in this chaos, get in a real
habit of nagging and moaning at the kids. To expect perfection of myself, my home, my kids, my work and to let this
feeling of ‘lacking’ be the soundtrack to my days.
But today, I am going to choose to be vulnerable instead. I
tell my parent group about the toilet phone calls and this
makes them put smiley emojis on our chat, I have a slow
morning with the kids, I take a FaceTime from a student
with wild hair and a huge smile, I plan a walk with the kids in
the afternoon when the sun will warm us, I get all hands-on
deck with the washing pile. I talk to my friends and be totally honest about my struggles and my rants. They love me
anyway and offer support.
It is 10:26am and already I feel better having replaced aiming for perfection with ‘keeping it real’.
Don’t do this alone, no one is doing any of this perfectly, we
are all rolling around in something or another right now –
reach out, make each other smile, let each other cry and
have a good sob yourself. Enjoy your kids and when you
can’t don’t feel guilty if they have a big play outside instead
of Remote Learning or watch a movie while you catch your
breath.
School is here, there are many things we can do to make
your days easier. Call, message, email!
Donna Giliam - Primary Welfare
0493131403
donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au

Remote Learning Images cont.
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Remote Learning
If you have any images or stories you would like to share
with everyone while we are in remote learning, please email
them through to fish.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au. We will
put them in the newsletter next week.
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